
The Siraya Tribe 

Basic Introduction 

The Siraya people are an Aboriginal tribe that once occupied the plains in the Tainan area, living a simple 

agricultural life in a matriarchal society. When the Chinese began immigrating to the area, they started 

developing the land, bringing with them advanced agricultural technologies. They established irrigation 

systems and started planting rice, and gradually pushed the Siraya out. As the numbers of Chinese grew, 

the Siraya were forced to move, and some began to intermarry with local Chinese, gradually being 

assimilated into the community. Many traditional customs were lost this way, with only a few ceremonies 

and religious customs surviving to today. Of particular note amongst these is the “Night Festival,” an 

iconic part of Siraya religious culture. 

Origins of the Siraya 

The Siraya tribe of Pingpu Aboriginals comprises four subtribes. The word “Pingpu” comes from the 

Chinese word 平埔, an abbreviation of 平地草埔, or “flatlands and prairies.” During the Japanese 

occupation of Taiwan, Japanese scholars categorized the Aborigines of Taiwan into two groups, the 

“mountain peoples” and the “flatlands peoples.” Despite being grouped into just two categories, the 

Aborigines of Taiwan are in fact a diverse range of tribes, each with their own distinctive language, 

culture, and customs. The Pingpu tribes have, over the centuries, largely been assimilated into the ethnic 

Chinese community of Taiwan through intermarriage. The early Pingpu tribes lived simply, with their 

society a matriarchal, agricultural one. The Siraya tribe was one of the most broadly distributed and 

influential tribes, with early scholars defining the Siraya tribal area as stretching from the modern-day 

Tainan Plains down to the Hengchun Peninsula, with their roots in Tainan.  

Culture of the Siraya 

If the culture of a tribe has not been recorded in historical documents, it will be lost through changing 

times. Currently, there are many traditional cultural elements among the aboriginal tribes of Taiwan that 

are in danger of gradually disappearing. In light of this situation, the Pingpu Tribes are now making 

efforts to pass down their culture, by holding an annual Pingpu Night Sacrifice. According to a Chinese 

saying, "Something that has been passed down for hundreds of years should not be ignored". 

Night Festival (夜祭) in Jibeishua (吉貝耍) 

Almost all of the residents of Jibeishua worship the "Alimu" ancestor. Jibeishua, also called Donghe 

Village is located near Dongshan Dist. in Tainan City. The Alimu religion that they follow is a cultural 

tradition that was originally passed down by the Siaolong sub-tribe of the Siraya Pingpu people. Every 

year on the fifth day of the ninth lunar month, a day to commemorate the ancestors' safe arrival in Taiwan 

is celebrated. However, the local elderly people claim that this is also the birthday of Alimu. This has now 

become a major yearly event in Jibeishua. The sacrificial activities mostly include the "night sacrifice" 

and the "calling of the sea". While Alimu is related to the ancestral spirits religion of all the Taiwan 

Aboriginals, the "calling of the sea" worship has been developed solely by the people of Jibeishua, and 

can be traced back to the ceremonies of the Siaolong peoples. 

  



The night sacrifice usually takes place on the fifth day of the ninth lunar month. The night 

sacrifice procedures are as follows: 

 

In past times, the pig was killed during 

the ceremony, and then sacrificed to 
Alimu. However, nowadays it is already 
killed before it is bought, and then 
placed in advance on a bamboo frame 

especially made for the ceremony.。 

 

 

The wangyi recites a prayer, and asks 
Alizu, Alimu and Taishang-Laojyun (the 
Great Ancestor) to join the ceremony. 
Then the wangyi pours wine into the 
pig's mouth three times. 

 

 

The wangyi will ask the people 

sacrificing the pig to state their reasons 
for doing so, and then pass on this 
information to Alimu. Then he will light 
a straw stick and use it to hit the pig in 
order to drive out evil spirits, and offer 
the pig to Alimu. 

 

 

The pig"s body is covered with a large 
white cloth. This is to let the other 
spirits know that the pig is being 
sacrificed to Alimu, and also to prevent 
mosquitoes and flies from defiling the 
pig. 

 

 

The wangyi presiding over the sacrifice 
ceremony kneels and worships in front 
of the pig. Then rice wine is poured into 

an earthen jar and a ritual cup, and a 
toast is made to the ancestral spirits. 
The Toasting the Ancestral Spirits ritual 
is divided into 30 segments and this 
ritual is done five times in succession. 

 

 

After the toasting of the ancestral 

spirits is done five times, the chanting 
ceremony begins. 

 

 

After the wangyi completes the toasting 

of the ancestral spirits five times, he 

will cut a betel nut in half to enquire 

whether or not Alizu is satisfied with the 

ceremony, and whether or not the pig is 

acceptable. If it is accepted, then the 

ceremony can continue. 

 

 

The wangyi uses the reverse side of a 

knife to hit the pig's head, and lifts the 

large white cloth. The people then turn 

the pig around, and make gestures to 

all parts of the pig to show that the 

checking and accepting of the sacrifice 

is complete. According to the rules of 

Jibeishua, the pig's head must remain. 

Only then is the promise considered to 

be fulfilled. 

 
 



 


